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 Dr Yarden's research career has been devoted to understanding the biological roles for 
hormone-like molecules, called growth factors. These molecules instruct embryonic 
development and they continue to function in adulthood, for example in wound healing and in 
breast development. Yarden has been involved in many crucial discoveries that unraveled 
the roles for growth factors in cancer. He pioneered the isolation of several growth factors 
and also their receptors, namely cell surface proteins that transfer the instruction for cell 
division. Yarden’s extensive research on the structure and function of growth factor receptors 
has lead to their recognition as targets for cancer therapy. Indeed, over the last decade 
several efficacious anti-cancer drugs have been developed against growth factors and their 
receptors.  
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